
Health on 
the Range

What the Latest Data Tell 
Us About Rural Coloradans

October 17, 2014

Colorado Rural Health Center 
Annual Conference



The Colorado Health Institute: A Re-Introduction

• Our insight is used to:
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1. Rural Coloradans face unique barriers 
to health. 

2. Health reform has a direct impact on 
addressing barriers and expanding 
opportunities.

3. Innovative solutions to improving 
workforce capacity in rural Colorado 
will be essential in coming years. 

Three Takeaways
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CHAS: The Questions It Answers



7

Comparing Insurance Types, Urban and Rural, Colorado

Source: Colorado Health Access Survey
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Colorado’s Uninsured: A Regional Breakdown





Notorious 
Outreach
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Who is Now Getting Insurance?
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Medicaid

Total 
Enrollment

305,741
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Affordability of Health Care 
and Coverage 



Underinsurance



Problems Paying Medical Bills
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2015 Rates
Second Lowest Cost Silver 

Plan (Marketplace)

Eastern Plains $270
Western Slope $358

State Average $277



Containing 
Health Care Costs

SB 14-187: 
Cost Containment 
Commission

• 12-member group will 
conduct in-depth analysis 
of Colorado’s health care 
cost drivers

• Will recommend ways to 
contain costs while 
improving access and 
quality 
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Use and Access to 
Health Care



• An insurance card 
doesn’t guarantee 
access to care.

• Lacking an insurance 
card doesn’t necessarily 
mean lacking access to care.

Remember . . .
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Didn’t Get Needed Health Care



Didn’t Seek Needed Mental Health Care Because…



Didn’t Seek Needed Mental Health Care Because…



Didn’t Seek Needed Mental Health Care Because…



Percent of ED Users Who Went for a Non-Emergency
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Respondents who went to the ED for a non-emergency 
were asked why…
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Tackling Workforce Capacity 
in Rural Colorado
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Regional View: General Population
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Regional View: Medicaid Enrollees
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Post-Medicaid Expansion
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Options for Extending Capacity: #1
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Options for Extending Capacity: #2
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Options for Extending Capacity: #3



1. Rural Coloradans face unique barriers 
to health. 

2. Health reform has a direct impact on 
addressing barriers and expanding 
opportunities.

3. Innovative solutions to improving 
workforce capacity in rural Colorado 
will be essential in coming years. 

Three Takeaways
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