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• What do we know about uninsurance rates in 
Colorado?

• Who are the remaining uninsured?

• What are the most commonly-used sources of 
data for uninsured rates?

• Which data source should you use?
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Today’s Agenda
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Webinar Basics

• How do I ask questions during the webinar?

• Recorded webinar and PowerPoint slides will be 
available after the webinar
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• The data tell the same story – the number of 
uninsured Coloradans has drastically declined, 
thanks to an increase in public insurance.

• However, there are still hundreds of thousands of 
uninsured Coloradans and disparities persist.

• Each data source has its own pros and cons – the 
key is understanding what your needs are and 
measuring it consistently over time.
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Different Numbers, Similar Stories
All Sources Show Colorado’s Uninsurance Rate Declining
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Different Numbers, Similar Stories
With the Drop in Uninsured Comes a Medicaid Surge
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Colorado is in the Middle of the Pack

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Who are the Remaining Uninsured?
They tend to have lower incomes than other Coloradans
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Who are the Remaining Uninsured?
They are half as likely to work for a large employer
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Introduction to the Data Sources

Sources: Enroll America, Colorado Health 
Access Survey, Gallup, Denver Post
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The 2015 Colorado Health Access Survey
Specializing in Health Systems, Coverage, and Access
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The 2014 American Community Survey
A Large, National View

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Enroll America, 2015
The Hot New County-Level Country-Wide Map

Source: Enroll America / Civis Analytics
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Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
(and its buddy, the Child Health Survey)



• Current Population Survey (CPS)
• - Monthly US Census economic survey

• - Asks robust health insurance questions

• - Small sample size, trending issues
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From the Sidelines
Some Lesser-Known Resources



• National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)
• - National survey 

• - Comprehensive list of health topics

• - Small sample size, little detail

• Gallup
• - Monthly poll

• - Generally considered unreliable (a quick estimate)
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From the Sidelines
Some Lesser-Known Resources
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Which Data Source Should I Use?
Guidance from CHI.
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• The data tell the same story – the number of 
uninsured Coloradans has drastically declined, 
thanks to an increase in public insurance.

• However, there are still hundreds of thousands of 
uninsured Coloradans and disparities persist.

• Each data source has its own pros and cons – the 
key is understanding what your needs are and 
measuring it consistently over time.



• Thursday, December 3 @ 12pm – 1pm

• Help understanding what the tools on access 
to care are really saying . . . including a hot-
off-the-press 2015 Colorado Access to Care 
Index
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Making Sense of New Numbers Part Two
Making Access Accessible
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Making Sense of New Numbers Part Two
Making Access Accessible
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Thank You!



• Colorado Health Access Survey. A New Day in Colorado: Health Insurance Reaches Record High. Colorado Health 
Institute. September 2015. http://www.coloradohealthinstitute.org/key-issues/detail/health-coverage-and-the-
uninsured/colorado-health-access-survey-1

• American Community Survey. Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2014. United States Census Bureau. 
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Control and Prevention. September 11, 2015. http://www.cdc.gov/brfss/annual_data/annual_2014.html
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September 16, 2015. http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2015/demo/p60-253.pdf

• National Health Interview Survey. Health Insurance Coverage: Estimates from the National Health Interview 
Survey, January – June 2015. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention National Center for Health Statistics. 
November 5, 2015. http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm
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March 2005 Current Population Survey. Pew Hispanic Center Research Report. 2006.

• Gusmano, MK. Undocumented Immigrants in the United States: Use of Health Care. The Hastings Center Issue 
Brief. 2012. http://www.undocumentedpatients.org/issuebrief/health-care-use/#footnote-Figure

• Zamosky, L. Healthcare options for undocumented immigrants. The Los Angeles Times. April 27, 2014. 
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