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Webinar Basics

• How do I ask questions during 
the webinar?

• Recorded webinar and 
PowerPoint slides will be 
available afteward.

• Special thanks to our funders:



• The biggest fights over funding will 
involve health issues.

• Tough topics will be time consuming.

• Turmoil in insurance markets might need 
attention.



Setting the Stage

The 2016 Session: Dates of Note

• Session begins: Wednesday, January 13

• State of the State address: Thursday, January 14

• Budget bill introduced: Monday, March 28

• Session concludes: Wednesday, May 11



Setting the Stage

Razor-Thin Majorities



Setting the Stage

The Toll of Term Limits



Setting the Stage

Last Year for Leaders
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Setting the Stage

2016: Year of the Outsider?



Setting the Stage

2017: Year of Opportunity?



Setting the Stage

Health is a Hot Topic Again
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What to Watch:

Fights Over 
Funding



Fights Over Funding

General Fund: Then and Now



Fights Over Funding

The Provider Fee and TABOR



Fights Over Funding

TABOR Refund Possibilities

Default: $200 million

Hickenlooper Plan: $100 million

Enterprise Fund: $0



Fights Over Funding

Provider Rate Cuts



Fights Over Funding

Cost Commission

• Legislators expect 
a lot from the 
commission

• First report issued 
in November

• Asking JBC for 
$424 million
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What to Watch:

Tough Topics



Tough Topics

Contraception Funding



Tough Topics

Planned Parenthood



Tough Topics

Aid in Dying



Tough Topics

Still Working on Marijuana



Tough Topics on the Ballot

Tobacco Taxes and E-Cigarettes



Vic Vela/The Colorado Statesman

Tough Topics on the Ballot

The Push for Universal Coverage
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What to Watch:

Uncertainties 
Over Insurance



Uncertainties Over Insurance

Uneven Price Increases



• Insurers are saving money by limiting choices 
of providers.

• New national legislation
coming to Colorado?

• Bill probably will not 
set minimum size
for networks.

Uncertainties Over Insurance

Narrow Networks



Uncertainties Over Insurance

The Co-op Fails



Uncertainties Over Insurance

Connect for Health’s Task



• The biggest fights over funding will 
involve health issues.

• Tough topics will be time consuming.

• Turmoil in insurance markets might need 
attention.
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