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The ACA in Images

What the Latest Data 
Say about Health 

Coverage and Access 
in Colorado
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The Affordable Care Act (ACA): Year in Review
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Views of the ACA Have Remained Split
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• The impact of the ACA on coverage 
in Colorado.

• How Colorado compares with other states 
and the nation.

• Key health coverage and access-to-care 
themes for 2015.

What We Will Cover
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Source:  2013 Colorado Health Access Survey 5

Health Coverage in Colorado, 2013



6

Colorado: Middle of the Pack 

Percent Uninsured, Adults Ages 18-64, United States, 2013

Source: Colorado Health Institute analysis of 2013 American Community Survey



Image #1: Commercial Side. People waiting in 
line113,864 enrolled in commercial 

insurance through Connect for Health 
Colorado as of December 31, 2014.

Photo credit: Aaron Ontiveroz, The Denver Post
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Marketplace Enrollment Has Slowed
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Source: Connect for Health Colorado



CO All State-Based 
Marketplaces

Nation

Bronze 40% 25% 20%

Silver 46% 58% 65%

Gold 10% 9% 9%

Platinum 1% 7% 5%

Catastrophic 3% 1% 2%

Coloradans Are Price Sensitive…

Enrollment in Marketplace Commercial Insurance by Metal Tier, March 31, 2014

Source: ASPE Marketplace Summary Enrollment Report, May 1, 2014 9



CO All State-Based 
Marketplaces

Nation

With Financial 
Assistance

60% 82% 85%

Without
Financial 
Assistance

40% 18% 15%

…Yet Aren’t Enrolling in Financial Assistance

Enrollment in Marketplace Commercial Insurance by Financial Assistance Status, 
March 31, 2014

Source: ASPE Marketplace Summary Enrollment Report, May 1, 2014 10
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Image #3: Brosurance
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Comparable Enrollment Among Young Invincibles…

CO All State-Based 
Marketplaces

Nation

Under 18 12% 6% 6%

18-34 27% 27% 28%

35-54 35% 40% 40%

55+ 27% 27% 25%

Enrollment in Marketplace Commercial Insurance by Age, March 31, 2014

Source: ASPE Marketplace Summary Enrollment Report, May 1, 2014
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…But Will It Be Enough?
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The Gender Imbalance of Enrollees

CO All State-Based 
Marketplaces

Nation

Female 52% 53% 54%

Male 48% 47% 46%

Enrollment in Marketplace Commercial Insurance by Gender, March 31, 2014

Source: ASPE Marketplace Summary Enrollment Report, May 1, 2014
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Image #2: Aspen



Changing Boundaries Means Changing Premiums
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Changing Boundaries Means Changing Premiums
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Where You Live Influences What You’ll Pay

Source: Colorado Division of Insurance

Weighted Average of Increase in Rates from 2014 to 2015, by Region. Includes Both On-
and Off-Marketplace Plans



Image #4: Medicaid Image
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Expanded Eligibility
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Seniors and People with Disabilities       Children        Adults

Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing Executive Budget Request 2014-15
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Medicaid Enrollment Surpassed One Million
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Minority of Enrollees, Majority of Cost

Source: HCPF Budget Request 2015-2016, Medical Services Premiums



Image #5: ER/Access
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Impact on Colorado’s Uninsured Rate

Source: Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index
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Coverage Does Not Guarantee Access

Told by a doctor’s office or clinic that they 
weren’t accepting patients with your type 
of health insurance:

Commercial Insurance: 5.5%

Public Insurance: 13.0%

Source: CHI analysis of the 2013 Colorado Health Access Survey



• Access to Care Dashboard: Understanding 
Potential vs. Realized Access

• Employer Mandate
• Impact on Emergency Department Use
• Workforce Demands
• The Role of Colorado’s Safety Net
• Coming Summer 2015! New Estimates from 

the Colorado Health Access Survey

CHAS@coloradohealthinstitute.org
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On Our Radar for 2015
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