2016 Session: Colorado Health Institute Bill Tracking List

Status options: Gov. Signed, Became Law without Signature, Failed in Committee/on Floor, Gov. Veto

Passage rates for health bills were similar to all bills, and both were close to rates from 2015:
Total bills tracked by CHI during 2016 session: 85 (56 House bills and 29 Senate bills)

Pass/Fail ratio for health bills tracked by CHI: 44/41 (85 bills total; 52 percent success)*
Pass/Fail ratio for all bills introduced in 2016 session: 387/298 (685 bills total; 56 percent success)*

The three health committees rarely killed bills sent their way in 2016:

Pass/Fail ratio for bills, House Health, Insurance and Environment: 35/7 (83 percent success)
Pass/Fail ratio for bills, House Public Health Care and Human Services: 45/4 (92 percent success)
Pass/Fail ratio for bills, Senate Health and Human Services: 42/1 (98 percent success)

*Does not take the governor’s vetoes into account.

HOUSE BILLS

House Bill 16-1007: Offenses against Unborn Children
Sponsors: Rep. Janak Joshi (R)
Status: Failed in House Business Affairs and Labor (7-5)

1 Would have categorized fetuses as people when they are crime victims and allowed prosecutors
to file charges when a fetus is killed or injured.

House Bill 16-1015: Contingent Repeal of Health Insurance Laws Aligning with the ACA
Sponsors: Rep. Gordon Klingenschmitt (R)
Status: Failed in House State, Veterans and Military Affairs (5-4)

1 Would have automatically repealed certain parts of state health insurance law if comparable
federal requirements under the Affordable Care Act are repealed by Congress.

House Bill 16-1047: Interstate Medical Licensure Compact

Sponsors: Rep. Perry Buck (R), Sen. Linda Newell (D)

Status: Governor Signed

1 Allows the governor to enter into an interstate compact to allow doctors licensed in other states
to obtain expedited licenses to practice medicine in Colorado (or other member states).

House Bill 16-1054: End-of-life Options for Terminally lll Individuals

Sponsors: Reps. Lois Court (D) and Joann Ginal (D), Sen. Michael Merrifield (D)

Status: Failed on House floor (laid over until after session, no second-reading vote)

1 Would have enabled competent, terminally ill adults to request life-ending medication and allow
their physicians to prescribe it. A terminal illness is defined as six months or less to live. A similar
bill was introduced in 2015 and failed in its first House committee. Also introduced in 2016 in the
Senate.
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House Bill 16-1063: Mental Health Professional Disclosure for School Safety

Sponsors: Rep. Mike Foote (D)

Status: Governor Signed

1 Allows (but does not require) mental health professionals to disclose concerns about a client if
that client makes a direct threat against a school or behaves in a way that creates a dangerous
school environment. A report on the fatal 2013 shooting at Arapahoe High School said school
officials failed to act on red flags raised by the shooter’s behavior in the months leading to the
attack.

House Bill 16-1065: Income Tax Credit for Home Health Care

Sponsors: Rep. Kathleen Conti (R)

Status: Failed in House Finance (6-5)

1 Would have created an income tax credit to assist seniors seeking home modifications or home
health care services. The specifics of the credit would have changed by each two-year interval, and
there would have been a cap for the tax credit each year. The bill also included a budget trigger
and had a proposed amendment to lessen the financial impact, but it wasn’t enough. A similar bill
was introduced by Rep. Conti in 2015 and failed in the same committee.

House Bill 16-1079: Pesticide-free Cannabis Certification Program

Sponsors: Reps. K.C. Becker (D) and Jonathan Singer (D)

Status: Failed in Senate Business, Labor and Technology (5-4)

I Would have created a state-approved label for marijuana grown without pesticides, since
“organic” is not a legal option.

House Bill 16-1095: Health Insurance for Prescription Eye Drop Refills

Sponsors: Rep. Beth McCann (D), Sen. Larry Crowder (R)

Status: Governor Signed

1 Requires insurance plans to grant glaucoma patients and others refills of eye drops in a shorter
time period than was previously allowed.

House Bill 16-1097: Regulation of Medicaid Nonemergency Transportation Providers
Sponsors: Reps. Don Coram (R) and Dominick Moreno (D), Sen. Ray Scott (R)
Status: Governor Signed

1 Creates a new carrier category including those who provide nonemergency transportation to
Medicaid clients and collects fingerprints and runs criminal background checks on them. It also
authorizes the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) to use Medicaid funds to
offset the cost of issuing permits for Medicaid transportation. Other carriers include charter buses,
fire crews, luxury limousines and off-road scenic tours, which all require permits to operate.

House Bill 16-1101: Medical Decisions for Unrepresented Patients

Sponsors: Rep. Dave Young (D)

Status: Governor Signed

1 Allows doctors to serve as the decision-maker for an incapacitated patient if no family or close
friends can be found. Amended to say that a patient’s attending physician cannot serve as the
patient’s decision-maker, and that doctors must consult with a medical ethics committee before
taking action.
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House Bill 16-1102: Drug Production Costs Transparency Requirements
Sponsors: Rep. Joann Ginal (D), Sens. Linda Newell (D) and Ellen Roberts (R)
Status: Failed in House Health, Insurance and Environment (12-1)

1 Would have directed drug manufacturers to submit a report to the Colorado Commission on
Affordable Health Care about any drug available in Colorado that costs at least $50,000 per year or
per course of treatment. The commission would have then submitted a report to the legislature in
December with recommendations for controlling pharmaceutical costs. A key amendment failed:
Ginal had hoped to shift responsibility for analyzing drug prices from the Cost Commission to an
independent research organization and to extend a timeline that some worried was too short.
Amendments were also proposed to limit the drugs studied to those purchased by certain state
departments

House Bill 16-1103: License Pathways for Mental Health Workforce

Sponsors: Reps. Tracy Kraft-Tharp (D) and Lois Landgraf (R), Sens. Beth Martinez Humenik (R) and

Nancy Todd (D)

Status: Governor Signed

9 Clarifies the licensure process for mental health professionals, including social workers, who have
been subject to unclear rules about the required hours and necessary educational components.
Also states that such professionals may register with the database of psychotherapists.

House Bill 16-1110: Parent’s Bill of Rights

Sponsors: Rep. Patrick Neville (R), Sen. Tim Neville (R)

Status: Failed in House State, Veterans and Military Affairs (5-4)

1 Would have declared that “the liberty interests of a parent in the care, custody, and control of the
parent's child are a fundamental right” and that government could not infringe on those rights
without demonstrating a clear need. The bill had implications for immunizations, school health
surveys and several other public health topics. Similar to a 2015 bill that also failed.

House Bill 16-1112: Training Vets to Train Service Dogs Pilot Program
Sponsors: Rep. Lois Landgraf (R), Sen. Larry Crowder (R)

Status: Governor Signed

1 Creates a program that pairs up to 10 qualified military veterans (all with referrals from mental
health professionals) with dogs, which the veterans will train under supervision to become service
or companion animals. Two in-state nonprofit agencies from different counties will operate the
program. Includes a $100,000 appropriation to the Department of Human Services (CDHS).

House Bill 16-1113: Protect Human Life at Conception

Sponsors: Rep. Stephen Humphrey (R), Sen. Kevin Lundberg (R)

Status: Failed in House Health, Insurance and Environment (7-6)

1 Would have made it a Class 1 felony — punishable by life in prison or the death sentence — for a
doctor to perform an abortion.

House Bill 16-1137: Nicotine Products Warning Label

Sponsors: Rep. Gordon Klingenschmitt (R), Sen. Kevin Lundberg (R)

Status: Failed in House Health, Insurance and Environment (12-1)

1 Would have required labels on any product containing nicotine, such as e-cigarettes, to warn users
that nicotine is addictive.

(3]



House Bill 16-1142: Rural and Frontier Health Care Preceptor Tax Credit

Sponsors: Reps. Perry Buck (R) and Joann Ginal (D), Sens. Larry Crowder (R) and John Cooke (R)

Status: Governor Signed

1 Creates a new tax credit (capped at $1,000 per year) for uncompensated rural primary care
preceptors who train students. Preceptors mentor graduate students studying to become primary
care providers through instruction, training and supervision. Up to 200 health professionals
(originally had been set at 300) will be allowed to claim the tax credit annually.

House Bill 16-1146: Born Alive Infant Protection Act

Sponsors: Reps. Lois Landgraf (R) and Lang Sias (R)

Status: Failed in House State, Veterans and Military Affairs (5-4)

1 Would have defined a fetus or infant as “born alive” regardless of its stage of development. It
would have applied to natural births, cesarean sections and — most notably - abortions.

House Bill 16-1148: Health Benefit Exchange Rules and Policies

Sponsors: Rep. Lang Sias (R), Sens. Ellen Roberts (R) and John Kefalas (D)

Status: Governor Signed

1 Adds guidelines and implements notice periods for actions taken by Connect for Health Colorado.
It also creates advisory groups to meet regularly with the exchange’s board. Originally, the bill
gave legislators on the Exchange Oversight Committee power over decisions to award contracts,
regulate brokers and compensate consumer assistance professionals, among other things. It was
amended through a strike-below and scaled back significantly, to require the exchange to do
things like posting notice at least three weeks before discussing major topics at a board meeting.

House Bill 16-1160: Sunset for Surgical Assistants and Surgical Technicians

Sponsors: Reps. Joann Ginal (D) and Susan Lontine (D), Sen. Tim Neville (R)

Status: Governor Signed

1 Continues the requirement — which had been set to sunset - that surgical technicians and
assistants must register with the Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA). Amended to add
criminal background checks for new registrations and reinstated registrations that have lapsed.
The bill comes on the heels of the discovery that a technician with a history of drug theft exposed
Denver-area patients to blood-borne illnesses through dirty needles — not the first time this has
happened in Colorado - and the issue garnered media attention throughout the session.

House Bill 16-1164: Transfer Inmunization Exemption Duties to CDPHE

Sponsors: Rep. Dan Pabon (D), Sens. Irene Aguilar (D) and Beth Martinez Humenik (R)

Status: Failed on House floor (laid over until after session, no second-reading vote)

1 Would have shifted the responsibility for reviewing student immunization exemption requests
from students’ schools to the Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE). Decisions
would have been logged in the statewide immunization tracking system. Amended to make the
tracking system opt-in instead of opt-out, which angered supporters, so a mutual decision was
made to kill the bill on the House floor.
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House Bill 16-1195: Home Modification Services in Medicaid Waivers

Sponsors: Reps. Lois Landgraf (R) and Dave Young (D), Sens. Larry Crowder (R) and Pat Steadman (D)

Status: Failed in Senate Appropriations (4-3)

1 Would have expanded the availability of qualified home modification services by clarifying that
they are allowed for people with disabilities, not solely those with physical impairments, and
addressed the cap on home modifications for eligible people by making it renew each time the
waiver that authorizes the services is renewed. Had included a small appropriation (about $8,000)
and assumed another $24,000 in federal funds.

House Bill 16-1200: Attorney General Authority over Fetal Tissue Transfers

Sponsors: Rep. Kim Ransom (R), Sen. Kevin Lundberg (R)

Status: Failed in House State, Veterans and Military Affairs (5-4)

1 Would have given the Colorado Attorney General authority to investigate and punish violations
concerning the transfer of fetal tissue from abortions for research. Currently, CDPHE and the state
registrar are responsible for enforcing laws that ban the practice.

House Bill 16-1203: Women's Health Protection Act

Sponsors: Rep. Patrick Neville (R)

Status: Failed in House Health, Insurance and Environment (7-6)

1 Would have required all abortion clinics to be inspected by the Colorado Attorney General and
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