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Community Approaches and a Policy Review



• The health care workforce is a critical 
component for Coloradans to access care.

• Many factors are increasing the demand for 
health care services.

• Expect a number of legislative reports with 
recommendations to build Colorado’s 
workforce.



Policy Preview
• Primary Care 
• Oral Health Care
• Long Term Services and Supports 

(LTSS)
• Workforce Data
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Uneven Access to Primary Care
PROBLEM 1: 



Increase Family Medicine Doctors 
in Rural and Underserved Areas.

Commission on Family Medicine Report 
SB 14-144

POLICY OPTION
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Expand Prescriptive Authority for 
Advanced Practice Nurses

POLICY OPTION

NPATCH: 
The Nurse 

Physician Advisory 
Taskforce for 

Colorado 
Healthcare
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Lack of Access to Dental Care
PROBLEM 2: 



Expand Scope of Practice 
for Dental Hygienists.

POLICY OPTION
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Colorado’s Aging Population 
is Rapidly Increasing

Projected Population Growth, By Age Group 65+ Colorado

PROBLEM 3: 



Increase the Direct Care Workforce.
POLICY OPTION



Lack of Reliable, Rigorous Workforce Data
PROBLEM 4: 



Create Health Workforce 
Data Clearinghouse.

POLICY OPTION
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• The health care workforce is a critical 
component for Coloradans to access care.

• Many factors are increasing the demand for 
health care services.

• Expect a number of legislative reports with 
recommendations to build Colorado’s 
workforce.



Jessica Fern
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