
Colorado Lotus Project ej juon 
jerbal in kajeon kotak ainikien 
im wāween ko rejenolok armij 
ro rej Asian American im Native 
Hawaiian im Pacific Islander ro  
jet (AANHPI) rej iooni ilo aer 
jokwe ilo Colorado. Jerbal 
kapeel in ekāāl ej kajjeon̄ in  
joļo̧k ḷōmņak eo ke armij in 
AANHPI ej juon kumi in armej  
ro rejjab kōņaan kōm̧m̧an oktak. 

Wāween am̧̧ Bõk Kwõnaam̧
Bõk Melele kin AANHPI Jukjukin pād ko ilo Colorado.

Wāween ad Lale Kajur im Abañ ko Ibelakin State 
eo im Armij in AANHPI ro ilo Colorado rej Ioone

Riit im kwalok ripoot im kein jibañ ko 
jen Colorado Lotus Project eo ibben 
ro jet. Kein jibañ ko ekoba peba kin 
melele ko rejimwe kin melele aurok 
ko, kõmelele ko armij remaron bõk 
kwõnaer ilo jukjukin pād ibben 
armij, im juon laajrakin melele kin 
bōnbōn ko. colo.health/COlotus

Kebaakļo̧k Colorado Health 
Institute eo ñan bõk melele 
ko relablok.

Kamool melele in rõjañ ko 
ilo ripoot eo.

Kobalok ñe ejab jibañ  
Colorado AAPI  
Doulul eo.

Lale Asian Avenue 
Magazine ñan enaan  
ko rekāāltata kin  
jukjukin pād ko an 
AANHPI ilo Colorado.

Source
1 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. Healthy Kids Colorado Survey, 2021

Note: Due to the way data are collected, Asian as an overall category is not reportable, and East and Southeast Asian cannot be separated. Gray lines 

represent confidence intervals, which show the degree of certainty of the data. There is 95% confidence that the true value lies between the range 

indicated by the interval.

Saw Family Members  Treated Unfairly Because of  Their Race or Ethnicity
Were Assumed  Less Intelligent Because of  Their Race or Ethnicity

Were Treated Badly or Unfairly  in School Because of  Their Race or Ethnicity

Were Watched Closely or Followed  by Security Guards or Store Clerks  at a Store/Mall Because of  Their Race or Ethnicity

● Colorado    ● Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander    
● South Asian    ● East/Southeast Asian    ● Multiracial
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Percentage of Colorado High School Students Reporting  
They Have Experienced Racism, by Regional AANHPI Identity (2021)1
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The Colorado Lotus Project frames its work around seven areas  

to better understand the strengths and disparities faced by  

Asian American and Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander (AANHPI) 

communities. These include demographics, health, housing, income and 

economic opportunity, education, crime and justice, and democracy. 

This fact sheet highlights data and community voices related to education 

 — exploring what opportunities, such as educational attainment and access 

to higher education, look like for AANHPI students. This includes access to 

culturally and linguistically responsive resources.   

Spotlights
1. The model minority myth and the inability to separate data allow 

school systems to overlook K-12 AANHPI students who need support.  

Several focus group members said that the model minority myth paints all 

Asians as high-achieving or “good at math.” Data that combines all AANHPI 

students into one or two categories show that AANHPI students “are doing fine” 

academically. These issues compound, thereby preventing AANHPI students 

who are struggling from accessing needed resources. 

2. AANHPI people have varied rates of high school completion and of 

continuing education after high school.  

Among Asian identities, fewer than a third (29.8%) of Burmese people 

report continuing their education after high school. Among Native 

Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander identities, this rate is lowest among 

those who identify as Hawaiian (58.0%). This is compared to 66.4% of 

people in Colorado.1 While many AANHPI people choose to pursue 

other opportunities, focus group members noted affordability and lack of 

representation in higher education settings as possible barriers for those 

wanting to continue their education. 

3. Adult education classes and other resources are needed to support 

immigrants, refugees, and non-native English speakers in gaining 

skills and knowledge to be self-sufficient. 

In a focus group with recent immigrants and refugees who are also adult 

education students, participants spoke highly of the services provided by 

Aurora Mental Health and Recovery’s Cultural Development and Wellness 

Center (previously Asian Pacific Development Center). These include English 

classes and support for passing the General Education Development test. “The 

teachers are very nice, and everyone is family here. … You can ask questions, 

and they seem happy when we ask questions.” — Participant in the recent 

immigrant and refugee focus group

Education
AANHPI Strengths and Barriers 

Colorado  
Lotus 
Project: 
A Statewide Look 
at the Strengths 
and Barriers 
Facing AANHPI 
Coloradans

The Colorado Lotus 
Project is an effort to 
uplift the unique voices 
and experiences of 
Asian American and 
Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander 
(AANHPI) people living 
in Colorado, and to tear 
down the idea that the 
AANHPI community is a 
monolith. The goal of this 
work is to call attention to 
the need for better data 
and to achieve a more 
equitable allocation of 
resources.

For more data, a 
better understanding 
of the experiences of 
the people behind 
the numbers, and 
the methodology for 
reporting, read the full 
Colorado Lotus Project 
report colo.health/
COlotus

Juon Kūr ñan an Colorado 
Kõmadmõde Abañ im Abnõnõ ko
Colorado Lotus Project ear kõmmane melele in rõjañ kein ñan ro 
rej kõmman kakien, ro rej lelok jerbal in jibañ, ro rej lelok melele in 
rõjañ, jikin ko rej lelok jibañ in jāān, im jikin ko rej jerbal ibben doon 
ilo jukjukin pād:

•  Kõkmanmanlok Melele (Data) ko kin Armij in AANHPI

•  Jibañ Kōļapļo̧k an Wõr Tokjen Wāween am Kalikar 
Armij ro  im Kõmman bwe ren Maroñ Koba 

•  Mool ilo am Bõk Kwõnaam im Kōļapļo̧k Lōke ippān 
AANHPI Jukjukin pād ko

•  Kwaļo̧k Abañ ko ilo Kajin im Manit

•  Kõlablok Jāān ñan Armij in AANHPI ro Elabtata 
aer Aikuj

Colorado Lotus Project
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Tibdikin Melele ko
Lale tibdikin melele ko kin armij in AANHPI, 
einwõt ro rej:

Colorado Lotus Project ej kakoba tibdikin melele ko ikijen melele ko raurok im lemaanlok ainikien armij ro.

• Bangladeshi • Bhutanese • Burmese  

• Cambodian • Chamorro • Chinese • Fijian*  

• Filipino • Hmong • Indian • Indonesian  

• Japanese • Korean • Laotian • Malaysian  

• RiMajol* • Mongolian • Native Hawaiian  

• Nepalese • Okinawan* • Pakistani • Samoan  

• Sri Lankan • Taiwanese • Thai • Tongan*  

• Vietnamese

* Kin an dik joñan jaambol in waanjoñak ko, edik joñan melele 
kin armij rein

Jejjetin Melele ko Raurok
Kaju lale abnõnõ aurok ko rejelot makutkut ko an armij in AANHPI  
ilo Colorado ilo wāween kein:

Jāān ñan AANPHI Jukjukin pād
Melele ko kin Armij
Jikuul
Ejmour im Nañinmij
Imõn Jokwe
Ruprup in kakien ko  
Relab im Jimwe
An armij kelet  
wāween kakien
Kolla im Kõmman Jāān

Ainikien Armij ro ilo Jukjukin pād
Roñjake melele ko kin wāween mour im kõmman oktak jen AANHPI jukjukin pād ilo Colorado:

Deļo̧n̄e Colorado Lotus Project website eo kiiō ñan ekkatak eļapļo̧k kin Colorado AANHPI jukjukin pād ko.

Kumi eo ej lelok Rõjañ in Melele

Ritõl ro an AANHPI rej jerbal 
ilo juon kumi in lelok rõjañ in 

melele kin jerbal in.

Bwebwenato ibben ro Ewõr aer Kapeel 
kin Melele

Ritõl ro rej armij in AANHPI jen professor ro ilo 
university ñan ro rej karõk makutkut ko ilo jukjukin 

pād rej kwalok melele ko rejela kaki.

Leto Letak Lomnak

Armij ro ilo jukjukin pād eo rekkar bõk 
kwõnaer ilo juon bout online, kwalok im  

joñjoñ 60 melele ko jen armij kin ta ko  
rekajur im abañ ko rej ioone einwõt ke rej armij in AANHPI.

Ien Kenono ko an Kumi eo  
rej Lale Jejjetin Melele

armij ro ilo jukjukin pād eo 
rekkar lelok lomnak ko aer  
kin abņōņō im kajur ko  

ibben armij ro an jukjukin pād eo.

Bwebwenato

Ruo rijeje rej armij in AANHPI rekkar kwalok lalem bwebwenato ko kin:

Jin̄n̄a

Rijin̄n̄a eo ej AANHPI ilo jikin 
eo Nalye Lor ear jiñaiki pija eo 
imaan ripoot eo ñan kwalok an 
lablok kapeel im kajur ibben 
armij in AANHPI ilo Colorado.
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•  Chinatown eo Etto an bed ilo Denver

•  Melele ko moktalok kin Asian Pacific 
Development Center eo

•  An armij in South Asian ilo Colorado Bõk Kwõnaer

•  Oktak ko ilo nañinmij ko ibben armij ro rej  Pacific Islander

•  Ta ko armij ro rar emakūt tok jen aelon ko jet ilo Colorado 
rej iooni

https://www.coloradohealthinstitute.org/programs/colorado-lotus-project

