




Friday, October 8, 2010 

Arvada Center for the Performing Arts
6901 Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada, CO 80003 
CALL FOR POSTER SUBMISSIONS

The Culture of Data Planning Committee issues this Call for Poster Submissions for the Conference.

The objectives of the conference are:   

1)  To identify how the collection and use of health data on minority populations can impact health policy and the delivery of health services. 

2)  To identify how communities who experience health disparities can influence the research process to improve the data collection and dissemination process. 

3)  To develop relationships and partnerships between communities and researchers collecting and analyzing data. 
The Committee is interested in posters that address the conference objective(s). Poster submissions should identify and clearly concentrate on research content that includes:

· The health disparity issue and community targeted
· Gaps in prevention and/or health care reform
· How community participation was developed and implemented

· Which conference objective(s) the project addresses

· The phase of the project

· Progress achieved on the issue to date

· Opportunities for further improvement

· Lessons learned

· How data was used to effect change 

· How evidence-based and promising practices have been applied

Abstracts may be submitted electronically by visiting the Colorado Health Institute website http://www.coloradohealthinstitute.org/resourceEvents/events.aspx or may be mailed or faxed to:
Colorado Health Institute

Attn:  Culture of Data Conference

303 E. 17th Avenue, Suite 930
Denver, CO 80203 

Fax:  (303)831-4247

Abstract submission deadline is Friday, September 17, 2010.   Presenters will be notified if they have been selected by Friday, September 24, 2010.  
Poster Presentation Guidelines
	The following guidelines have been prepared to help improve the effectiveness of poster communication:


Why a poster session?
Poster sessions are generally used to advertise and share information about your work.  The message should be clear and understandable without oral explanation. A poster session should combine succinct text with visuals, and allow conference participants to quickly determine whether they wish to explore your topic in greater depth.  A poster session should invite viewers to discuss the ideas of your project with you one-on-one.  It should not attempt to present all of your research or project, but rather focus on key themes and invite further discussion. 
Preparing the Poster
Presentations should be designed to be at or less than 34” Height by 46” Width in size (landscape format).  They will be affixed to a cardboard display supplied by the conference committee.  The cardboard displays can be set up two different ways on top of the tables, tri-fold or flat.  Those choosing to use the tri-fold design may want to split your poster up into three sections, one for each of the display panels.  We will be providing push pins for your poster, so that it can be attached to the larger poster board.  We will also provide a pocket folder to attach to your poster for holding any handouts and contact cards/information you would like to accompany your poster.  You are encouraged to provide handout materials to attendees; however, you must provide your own copies.
	


Consider your audience

Before creating a poster, it is critical to consider your audience.  What aspects of your work will the viewers be interested in?  Will the audience have prior knowledge of your work, either your specific topic or concepts involved in the topic?

In the case of the COD annual conference, the audience will include a broad range of health professionals from the public, private and non-profit sectors, as well as medical, academic and community settings.  This conference attracts the largest gathering of public health professionals in Colorado each year.  Consider that although they may not be well versed on your specific topic, most of the participants will have some understanding of the role of public health in Colorado, whether on a local, state, or federal level. Your goal with a poster is to showcase your work, engage the audience, and foster dialogue. 
Format

It can be difficult to summarize your research in such a succinct manner.  It’s critical to begin the process early to:
· Prepare a headline strip that runs the full width of the poster to include the title, authors, and affiliations on the strip in letters of ideally no less that 1” high. 
· Post a large-typed copy of your abstract in the upper left-hand corner.
· Create an outline of the main points you’d like to convey to viewers.  Consider 

 highlighting important findings that will spark additional questions and discussions.

· The introduction and key points should be readable from 3 feet away from the poster.  The ideal font for this is 24.  

· Before printing, read the information thoroughly for any mistakes in spelling and information accuracy.

· Use bullets and numbers to summarize information and create a succinct way to present your information.

· Use graphs and charts to illustrate trends or highlight key findings.
· Resist the temptation to overload the poster. More material may mean less communication. 
Visual Impact
An effective poster presentation should focus on visual impact.  If a poster is not visually appealing, then it will be difficult to attract viewers.  Strong visuals – photos, graphs, quotations, etc. – related to your topic will draw viewers in to be able to learn more about your work.  The visuals should not be overwhelming, but should inform the viewers and invite further discussion.

Flow of the Poster
When assembling the poster, keep the flow in mind.  Viewers will be drawn to either left to right or top to bottom presentation.  Consider this when creating the actual poster.  The visuals you employ should be interspersed with, and related to, the text.  

Before affixing anything to the poster, lay it out first and ask someone unfamiliar with your work to give critical feedback.  Ask them to focus on where their eye is drawn, what they feel to be the general conclusion of the poster, and what kinds of questions the presentation raises.  
Tips for a Professional Presentation
· Never handwrite anything on the poster.  

· To draw out text for the viewer, consider arranging colored paper behind text-heavy areas of the poster.

· Check and re-check spelling, citations, and accuracy of information.  

· Make sure that graphics and text are balanced on the poster.

· Print a preview copy and have a friend or partner proofread it.

· BE CLEAR, BE CONCISE.  Sometimes less is more.

Additional Materials

Preparing supplemental materials
Poster sessions can be a great venue for finding other people interested in similar work to your own.  If this is the case, it’s wise to have supplemental materials:
· A simple brochure with a synopsis of your work and contact information – to be able to hand out for future collaboration.

· A copy of your project documentation or research

· Additional photos or information of your work
Poster Policy

· Presenters must mount their posters no later than 8:30 am on Friday, October 8, 2010.
· Presenters are expected to be at their poster boards during breaks and will have a few minutes each to highlight their poster at lunchtime.
· Posters should remain on display all day from 8:30 am until 4:15 pm.   

· Recording (photographing, audio taping or videotaping) any presentation/session is PROHIBITED, except by a COD-authorized agent or by First Authors who want to photograph their poster presentation. 

For questions, please contact Emily King at kinge@coloradohealthinstitute.org
These guidelines were adapted from the poster guidelines from the Colorado Public Health Association 2009 Annual Conference - Public Health in the Rockies.  







