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• Colorado Health Access Survey (CHAS) –
More than a health insurance survey.

• 2013 CHAS contains rich baseline data 
for tracking the impact of health reform.

• CHAS data readily available for a variety 
of audiences.

Three Takeaways

2



About the CHAS

• Funded by The Colorado 
Trust.

• Random digit dial –
landline and cell.

• 10,000+ households.

• Conducted in 2009, 
2011 and 2013.

• 2013 data coming soon!
Photo credit: Chris Schneider

3



• Health insurance coverage

• Use of health services

• Barriers to access

• Underinsurance

• Affordability of health insurance

• Self-reported health status and mental health 
status

• Income and demographics

What the CHAS Measures
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Uninsured Coloradans

Rates of Uninsurance, 
Health Statistics 
Regions, Colorado, 2011

• 829,000 
Coloradans

16% of population 
(2011).

• Up from 
678,000 
Coloradans

14% of population 
(2008-2009).

5



A Question of Ability to Pay

Nearly 80 
percent of the 
uninsured said 
they can afford 
to pay 
something 
for health 
coverage
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A Question of Willingness to Pay

 20% of those “able” to 
pay are not “willing” to pay 
anything

 10% are “able” and 
“willing” to pay only $1 to 
$25 a month

 Of those who didn’t know 
how much they’d be willing 
to pay, 12% then said they 
couldn’t afford $50 a month
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• Churn

• Affordability of coverage

• ER use

• Inability to schedule an appointment

• Foregone care due to cost

• Reason for being uninsured

• BONUS: Behavioral and oral health

Baseline CHAS Data for Tracking Reform
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Colorado Health Access Survey (CHAS)

• Data available in 
several ways

• Research file

• Public Use file

• Custom reports

• Briefings

• Colorado Health 
Institute

www.COHealthAccessSurvey.org
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Kids Clinic at Crawford Elementary School in Aurora, May 2012.
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