
Safety Net Advisory Committee (SNAC) Lab

March 17, 2016

Exploring Safety Net Initiatives 
Inside and Outside the Box

Looking Within and Beyond Colorado’s Borders



• Leverage our collective focus 
on vulnerable populations

• Provide a forum for opportunities and 
lessons learned

• Share the latest strategies for using data 
to measure effectiveness

• Synthesize input from group and develop 
a shared body of knowledge

Objectives





Dr. Rich Lindrooth and 
Dr. Jeanette Waxmonsky, 

Oregon’s Coordinated Care Organizations

Introductions

Launching SNAC’s Exploration 
of Specialty Care Access
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Part 1: 

Understanding Oregon’s Coordinated 
Care Organizations and Colorado’s 

Accountable Care Collaborative (ACC)

mailto:Richard.Lindrooth@ucdenver.edu
mailto:Jeanette.Waxmonsky@ucdenver.edu


1. What intrigues you about 
Oregon’s model?

2. How might the innovations 
in Colorado inform Oregon’s work?

3. How does Oregon’s experience inform ACC      
2.0 or other Colorado initiatives?

Discussion Questions
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Part 2: 

Ortho in Ordway, Pulmonology in Pueblo
Colorado’s Specialty Care Access Challenges



• Is access to 
specialty care a 
growing problem 
in Colorado?

• Who is most 
affected?

• Are communities 
rising to the 
challenge?

Guiding Questions



• Explore “who 
is doing what to 
address specialty 
care access?” 
with SNAC.

• Identify 
opportunities 
to collaborate.

• Convene a Specialty 
Care Summit?

The Vision



Setting 
the Stage
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Source: Colorado Health Access Survey



Source: Colorado Health Access Survey

5.4%

8.7%

19.9%

12.5%

9.2%

9.7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Employer-Sponsored

Medicare

Medicaid

Individual Insurance

Uninsured

All Types of Insurance

In the past year, you didn't get needed care because 
the doctor's office wasn't accepting patients with your 

type of insurance, Colorado, 2015



Source: Colorado Health Access Survey

17.0%

16.0%

27.4%

12.5%

18.6%

18.7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Employer-Sponsored

Medicare

Medicaid

Individual Insurance

Uninsured

All Types of Insurance

In the past year, you didn't get needed care because 
you couldn't get an appointment as soon as you 

needed one, Colorado, 2015



According to Denver’s safety net clinics:

Which Specialties are Hardest to Get?

• Neurology

• Orthopedics

• Urology

• Neurosurgery

• Oncology

• Nephrology

• Cardiology

• Dermatology

• Physical Therapy

Source: Krager, S. and McCann, L. (2016). Denver Safety Net Clinics: Responding to a 
Changing Healthcare Landscape. Denver, CO: Mile High Health Alliance. 



•Heather Dolan
Aurora Health Access

• Summer Laws & Dawn Joyce
Boulder County Health 
Improvement Collaborative 

•Dr. Lisa McCann
Mile High Health Alliance

Please see the Alliance’s Specialty Care Referral Network 
Pilot Implementation Plan at http://bit.ly/1XZ10R6

Hearing from You: Three Initiatives Underway

http://bit.ly/1XZ10R6


1. Where do you place access to specialty 
care among competing priorities?

2. What would you hope the SNAC 
could accomplish?

3. What initiatives around Colorado 
should we profile?

Discussion Questions

16



2016 SNAC Lab Dates

All SNAC Labs scheduled for 12:00-1:30 pm at the Colorado Health Institute.

January 27 March 17 May 19

July 13 Sept. 22 Nov. 17



Jeff Bontrager    720.382.7075    bonrtragerj@coloradohealthinsitute.org

Jessica Fern    720.382.7078    fernj@coloradohealthinstitute.org

mailto:bonrtragerj@coloradohealthinsitute.org
mailto:fernj@coloradohealthinstitute.org

