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He who has health has hopeHe who has health has hopeHe who has health has hope, He who has health has hope, 
and he who has hope has and he who has hope has 
everything.everything.

Thomas Carl leThomas Carlyle
Scottish Philosopher

1795-1881
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Hope is the Eternal Growth IndustryHope is the Eternal Growth Industry





The role of medicine is toThe role of medicine is toThe role of medicine is to The role of medicine is to 
entertain us, while nature entertain us, while nature 
takes its course.takes its course.

Voltaire
French philosopher & author
1694 – 1778



Always someone questioning
the medical need...



In God we trust. In God we trust. 
All others must submit data.All others must submit data.

Wayne Dodge, MD
Group Health of Puget Sound
Modern Healthcare Interview 1996Modern Healthcare Interview, 1996





“Only” One Woman Saved.
6 - 10 Women “Overtreated ”6 - 10 Women Overtreated.

Any Volunteers?



...always someone else selling
the medical hope



Health Economics 101, End of Days Edition

Berwick, D. M. et al. JAMA, Online First, March 14, 2012 





Employers: “We Have Met the 
Enemy and...Oops.”



INSURER INSURERRegulated Margins 

HOSPITAL

INSURER

HOSPITAL

INSURER
New Markets, New 
Messes

PHYSICIANS PHYSICIANS

Messes



INSURER INSURER
The mergers 

HOSPITAL

INSURER

HOSPITAL

INSUREReveryone loves to 
hate

PHYSICIANS PHYSICIANS



INSURER INSURER

HOSPITAL

INSURER

HOSPITAL

INSURER

PHYSICIANS PHYSICIANS

Belated
Integration?Integration?



“I’m from the Government, and I’m 
h t t i ”here to computerize you.”



INSURER INSUREROr Are We Just 

HOSPITAL

INSURER

HOSPITAL

INSURER
Partying Like It’s 
1999?

PHYSICIANS PHYSICIANS

1999?



INSURER INSURER
ACO-a-Go-Go: A 

HOSPITAL

INSURER

HOSPITAL

INSURERKaiser in Every 
Market? Or an 

PHYSICIANS PHYSICIANS

Integration Too Far



Health Economics 101, End of Days Edition

Berwick, D. M. et al. JAMA, Online First, March 14, 2012 



It’s NOT the Economy!





FFrom our 
wonderful,Inconvenience

Disappointment

wonderful, 
all-purpose 

h lth

Inconvenience

F t Di bilit health 
“insurance”

Future Disability

insurance  
system...Disability

Death



...to a properly allocated payment 

Disappointment
Consumers

system

Inconvenience
Consumers

Future DisabilityEmployers/Man
aged Care

Disability
Actual

Death
Actual 

Insurance



Still No Volunteers?Still No Volunteers?



In God we trust. In God we trust. 
All others must submit dataAll others must submit dataAll others must submit dataAll others must submit data

(to the genomics lab).(to the genomics lab).
Medical Director
Managed Care 2.0, 2014





Medical Miracles Every Dayy y
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Q & A
F i f ti tFor more information, go to 

www.jdkonline.com


