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The 

Big
Idea



1. States can waive key requirements of 
the Affordable Care Act as long as they 
meet certain standards. 

2. States can expand and deliver 
Medicaid in many innovative ways.

3. The opportunity is now for state 
innovation. 

Three Takeaways
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1332 Waivers 

(A.K.A. Innovation Waivers) 



• Eliminate or modify tax penalties

• Expand or narrow exemptions

• Alter opportunities for open enrollment

What can be waived or modified?   

Individual mandate 



• Eliminate or modify employer penalties 

• Exempt certain employer sizes or employer 
types

• Change the definition of full time employee

• Allow employers to give employees tax free 
voucher to purchase exchange coverage 

What can be waived or modified?   

Employer mandate 



• Modify or eliminate the essential health 
benefits

• Add new tiers of plans on the marketplace

• Expand or contract residents’ eligibility for 
subsidies and tax credits

• Repurpose tax credits to employer plans 

What can be waived or modified?   

Benefits, subsidies 
and tax credits



• Eliminate the marketplace. Allow private 
exchanges to provide subsidies 

• Allow subsidies for coverage purchased 
through agents or insurers

• Expand or minimize eligibility to purchase 
coverage on the small business exchange

• Create a public option to be sold 
on the marketplace

What can be waived or modified?   

Insurance marketplaces and 
qualified health plan provisions



Show Me the Money 



Not everything is on the table 



So what’s 
the catch?  

REALITY

CHECK 

AHEAD



First Out of the Gate:



GAME

CHANGER

AHEAD
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Waivers Today





Federal 
Medicaid Rules

State Medicaid 
Program

Expand the 
program

Test and 
innovate new 

ideas

Waive a 
current rule



Federal 
Medicaid Rules

State Medicaid 
Program

1115 
Research and 

Demonstration 
Waiver

1915(b) 
Managed Care 

Waiver

1915(c) 
Home and 

Community-
Based Services 

Waiver



Me



• Public Money for Private Plans

• Monthly Contributions and Premiums 

• Healthy Behavior Incentives 

• Limited Benefits 

Section 1115 Medicaid Expansion 
Waiver Themes
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Medicaid Expansion for 
Long-Term Services and Supports



• Enrollment vs. Expenditures graphic 

Me



Me



Me



1. States can waive key requirements of 
the Affordable Care Act as long as they 
meet certain standards. 

2. States can expand and deliver 
Medicaid in many innovative ways.

3. The opportunity is now for state 
innovation. 

Three Takeaways
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Click to change 

chapter title
Amy Downs     downsa@coloradohealthinstitute.org     720.382.7091

Tasia Sinn         sinnt@coloradohealthinstitute.org          720.382.7087


